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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 QUEBEC 00167 251857Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 DHA-02 COME-OO EB-08 LAB-04 SIL-01 /084 W 

260144Z 111957/70 

R 222100Z APR 77 
FM AMCONSUL QUEBEC 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 973 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL 
AMCONSUL TORONTO 

UNCLAS QUEBEC 0167 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: LEVESQUE EXCLUDES NEGOTIATIONS BEFORE REFERENDUM 

1 . QUEBEC PRIME MINISTER LEVESQUE TOLD NATIONAL ASSEMBLY YESTERDAY 
THAT HIS GOVERNMENT MUST HAVE "BARGAINING POWER" WHICH ONLY 

A REFERENDUM EXPRESSING QUEBEC NATIONAL WILL COULD CONFER BEFORE 
ENGAGING IN CONSTITUTIONAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH OTHER PARTS 
OF CANADA. HE SAID PQ HAS NOT PROPOSED "PATCH-UP OF FEDERAL 
SYSTEM" BUT RATHER A WHOLE "NEW DEAL." THIS "NEW DEAL," HE CONTINUED, 
WOULD INVOLVE AN ASSOCIATION BETWEEN "CIVILIZED PEOPLE." WITHOUT 
THE NEGOTIATING POWER A REFERENDUM WOULD GIVE. QUEBEC WOULD 
RISK AGAIN BECOMING ENMESHED IN FEDERAL/PROVINCIAL "GUERILLA 
WAR" WHICH COULD POSTPONE THE POLITICAL WISHES OF QUEBEC, THE 
PRIME MINISTER EXPLAINED. 

2. PREPARATIONS ARE NOW UNDERWAY FOR NEGOTIATIONS 
LEVESQUE POINTED OUT. AS DRAFT OF REFERENDUM LAW PROGRESSES, 

THE DEFINITION OF A PROPOSAL FOR AN ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION WITH 
CANADA WILL DEVELOP APACE. THIS IS THE PROPOSAL WHICH WILL BE 
SUBMITTED TO THE ELECTORATE IN REFERENDUM. 
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PAGE 02 QUEBEC 00167 251857Z 

3. COMMENT: ABOVE STATEMENT WAS MADE IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION 
POSED BY LEADER OF UNION NATIONALE, RODRIGUE BIRON, WHO ASKED FOR 
GOQ'S REACTION TO "NEGOTIATION OVERTURE" HE CLAIMED WAS CONTAINED 
IN TRUDEAU'S WINNIPEG SPEECH. (WINNIPEG 0137). CLEARLY, LEVESQUE 

IS SHOWING SENSITIVITY TO DANGER FROM PQ POINT OF VIEW OF BEING 
DRAWN INTO CONSTITUTIONAL NEGOTIATION WQTHOUT HAVING MANDATE 
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AFFORDED BY REFERENDUM TO DEMAND SOVEREIGNTY. HE OBVIOUSLY DREADS 
LOSING INITIATIVE TO TRUDEAU AND BECOMING BOGGED DOWN IN ENDLESS 
FEDERAL/PROVINCIAL NEGOTIATION WHICH WOULD RESULT IN LOSS OF 
MOMENTUM PQ SEES AS ESSENTIAL TO WINNING MAJORITY SUPPORT FOR 
REFERENDUM. 
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